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CLAIMS 



\ Amethod for retrieving retrieval otgect or sensuous image 
etMig with sensuous image of retrieving word among a plurality 

V \ 

x 5 of retrieval objects on the basis of a given retrieving word, 
comprising: 

stoVing an expression word map, in which a plurality of 
expressionyord expressing sensuous images of retrieval objects 
on a virtual space depending upon degree of association of those 

10 sensuous images are arranged, and storing said plurality of 
retrieval objects; and 

includincAa first position deriving step of deriving the 
expression word \ corresponded to said retrieval object or 
position of the expression word contained in each of said 

15 retrieving object mi said virtual space, a retrieving object 
map generation steA of generating a retrieval object map 
arranging said respective retrieval objects on said virtual 
space on the basis of position derived at said first position 
deriving step, a second position deriving step of deriving 

20 position of said retrieving word on said virtual space with 
reference to said expression word, and retrieval object 
retrieving step of retrieving the retrieval object of sensuous 
image meeting with sensuous im^ge of said retrieving word among 
a plurality of retrieval objects^ on the basis of the position 
5 derived at said second position deriving step with reference 
to said retrieval object map. \ 
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A retrieving method as set forth in claim 1, wherein said 



retrieval object retrieving step retrieves the retrieval object 



at a position having] smaller distance to a position derived 
at said second position deriving step in said virtual space 
with reference to sail retrieval object map in ascending order. 

3. A retrieving method as set forth in claim 1, wherein said 
retrieval object retrieving step retrieves the retrieval object 
at a position having smaller angle defined by a straight line 
connecting a position in said virtual space derived by said 



second position der 
spaceanda straight 



object in said virt ual space and the origin of said virtual 



space, with referenc: 
order . 



4. 



A retrieving 



iving step and an origin of said virtual 
ine connecting a position of said retrieving 



e to said retrieval object map in ascending 



nethod as set forth in any one of claims 
1 to 3 , wherein saiq retrieval object is data including said 
expressing word, and said method comprises expression word 
extracting step of extracting said expression word from said 
retrieval object and\ expression word correspondence step of 
storing said retrieval object with correspondence with the 
expression word extracted in said expression word extracting 
step. 



5. A retrieving metnod as set forth in any one of claims 
1 to 4 , wherein said retrieval objects are stored with attribute 
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10 



information indicative of attributes of said retrieval object, 
said method comprises second retrieval object retrieving 
step of retrieving retrieval object corresponding to attribute 
information matching with/a given attribute information among 
said plurality of retrieval objects on the basis of the given 
attribute information , 

said retrieval Object retrieving step retrieves the 
retrieval object of sensuous image meeting with sensuous image 
of said retrieving word among retrieval objects retrieved at 
said second retrieval object retrieving step. 



6 . A system for retrieving retrieval object of sensuous image 
meeting with sensuous image of retrieving word among a plurality 
of retrieval objects on the basis of a given retrieving word, 

15 comprising: 

expression word map storagemeans for storing an expression 
word map, in wnich a plurality of expression word expressing 
sensuous images of retrieval objects on a virtual space depending 
upon degree of /association of those sensuous images are arranged , 

20 retrieval object storage means for storing said plurality of 
retrieving objects, first position deriving means for deriving 
the expression word corresponded to said retrieval object or 
position of the expression word contained in each of said 
retrieving object in said virtual space, a retrieving object 

25 map generation means for generating a retrieval object map 
arranging s lid respective retrieval objects on said virtual 
space on thel basis of position derived at said first position 
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deriving means, a second position deriving means for deriving 
position of said retrieving word on safid virtual space with 
reterence to said expression wordy ana retrieval object 
retrieving means for retrieving the retrieval object of sensuous 
image meeting with sensuous image oy said retrieving word among 
a plurality of retrieval objects on the basis of the position 
derived at said second position deriving means with reference 
to said retrieval object map. / 

7. A retrieving system as set forth in claim 6, wherein said 
retrieval object retrieving means retrieves the retrieval object 
at a position having smaller distance to a position derived 
at said second position deriving means in said virtual space 
with reference to said retrieval object map in ascending order. 

8. A retrieving system as set forth in claim 6, wherein said 
retrieval object ret rievang means retrieves the retrieval object 
at a position having smaller angle defined by a straight line 
connecting a position/ in said virtual space derived by said 
second position deriving means and an origin of said virtual 
space and a straight line connecting a position of said retrieving 
object in said virtual space and the origin of said virtual 
space, with reference to said retrieval object map. 



9. A retrieving! system as set forth in any one of claims 
6 to 8, wherein said retrieval object is data including said 
expressing word, and 
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said system comprises expression wora extracting means 
for extracting said expression word fromysaid retrieval object 
and expression word correspondence /fneans for storing said 
retrieval object with correspondence with the expression word 
5 extracted in said expression word extracting means. 

10. A retrieving system as iet forth in any one of claims 
6 to 9, wherein said retrieval/objects are stored with attribute 
information indicative of attributes of said retrieval object, 
said system comprises second retrieval object retrieving 
means for retrieving retrieval ob j ect corresponding to attribute 
information matching with a given attribute information among 
said plurality of retrieval objects on the basis of the given 
attribute information, 

said retrieval object retrieving means retrieves the 
retrieval object ok sensuous image meeting with sensuous image 
of said retrieving word among retrieval objects retrieved by 
said retrieval abject retrieving means. 

20 11. A retrieving program for retrieving retrieval object of 
sensuous image/ meeting with sensuous image of retrieving word 
among a plurality of retrieval objects on the basis of a given 
retrieving word, 

for a computer comprising expression word map storage 

25 means for storing an expression word map, in which a plurality 
of expression word expressing sensuous images of retrieval 
objects on ^virtual space depending upon degree of association 



10 



15 



10 



15 
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of those sensuous images are arranged, retrieval ohgect storage 
means for storing said plurality of retrieving/ objects, 

said program making to execute a process realized £>y rirsr 
position deriving means for deriving the /expression word 
corresponded to said retrieval object or position of the 
expression word contained in each of said retrieving object 
in said virtual space, a retrieving object/ map generation means 
for generating a retrieval object map arranging said respective 
retrieval objects on said virtual spac^ on the basis of position 
derived at said first position deriving means , a second position 
deriving means for deriving position of said retrieving word 
on said virtual space with reference to said expression word, 
and retrieval object retrieving means for retrieving the 
retrieval object of sensuous image meeting with sensuous image 
of said retrieving word among a plurality of retrieval objects 
on the basis of the position derived at said second position 
deriving means with reference to said retrieval object map. 



12. A method for generating a retrieval object map to be used 
20 for a method of retr^ving retrieval object of sensuous image 
meeting with sensuoiys image of retrieving word among a plurality 
of retrieval objects on the basis of a given retrieving word 
using said retrieval object map, in which a plurality of 
expression word Repressing sensuous images of retrieval objects 
25 on a virtual spade depending upon degree of association of those 



sensuous image 



are arranged, comprising: 



storing an expression word map, in which a plurality of 
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expression word expressing sensuous images of retrieval objects 

/ 

on a virtual space depending upon degree of association of those 

sensuous images are arranged, and storing said plurality of 

/ 

retrieval objects with correspondence to sa/d expression words ; 
and 

including a first position derivihg step of deriving the 
expression word corresponded to said retrieval object or 
position of the expression word contained in each of said 
retrieving object in said virtual space, and a retrieving object 
map generation step of generating a retrieval object map 
arranging said respective retrieval objects on said virtual 
space on the basis of positiory derived at said first position 
deriving step. 



15 13. A retrieval object map generating method as set forth 
in claim 12, wherein said retrieval object is stored with 
correspondence with a retrieval object describing document as 
descriptive text for said retrieval object and describing 
sensuous image of sai^l retrieval object and a supplementary 

20 document including skid expression word supplementing said 
retrieval object descriptive document, 

said method comprises expression word extracting step 
of extracting said Repression word from said retrieval object 
descriptive doci/ment and said supplementary document 

25 corresponding to/said retrieval object with reference to said 
expression word/map, 

said first position deriving step derives the position 
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of the expression word extracted at said expression word 
extracting step with reference to said expression word map. 



14. A retrieval object map generating method as set forth 
in claim 13, wherein each of \said retrieval objects is stored 
with correspondence with an attribute information indicative 
of said retrieval object in addition to said retrieval object 
descriptive object and said supplementary document. 



10 15. A system for generating a retrieval object map to be used 
for a system of retrieving retrieval object of sensuous image 
meeting with sensuous image of retrieving word among a plurality 
of retrieval objects on the basis of a given retrieving word 
using said retrieval object map, in \which a plurality of 

15 expression word expressing sensuous imagde of retrieval objects 
on a virtual space depending upon degree ofWssociation of those 
sensuous images are arranged, comprising : 

expression word storage means for storing an expression 
word map, in which a plurality of expression^ word expressing 

20 sensuous images of retrieval objects on a virtual\space depending 
upon degree of association of those sensuous images are arranged, 
retrieval object storage means for storing said\plurality of 
retrieval objects with correspondence to said expression words , 
a first position deriving means for deriving the Expression 

25 word corresponded to said retrieval object or position of the 
expression word contained in each of said retrieving object 
in said virtual space, and a retrieving object map generation 
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means for generating a retrieval object/ map arranging said 
respective retrieval objects on said victual space on the basis 
or position derived at said rirst pas it ion deriving step. 

5 16. A retrieval object map generating system as set forth 
in claim 15 , wherein said retrieval object storage means stores 
each of said retrieval object with correspondence with a 
retrieval object describing document as descriptive text for 
said retrieval object and describing sensuous image of said 
10 retrieval object and a supplementary document including said 
expression word supplementing said retrieval object descriptive 
document , 

said system comprises expression word extracting means 
for extracting said ^expression word from said retrieval object 
15 descriptive document and said supplementary document 
corresponding to/said retrieval object with reference to said 
expression wordr map, 

said f irat position deriving means derives the position 
of the expression word extracted at said expression word 
20 extracting &tep with reference to said expression word map, 



25 



17. A retrieval object map generating system as set forth 
in claim/ 16, wherein each of said retrieval objects is stored 
with correspondence with an attribute information indicative 
of said retrieval object in addition to said retrieval object 
descriptive object and said supplementary document. 
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18. A method for retrieving graphic image of sensuous image 
meeting with sensuous image of retrieving word among a plurality 
of graphic images on the basis oft a given retrieving word, 
comprising: 

5 storing an expression worfl map, in which a plurality of 

expression word expressing sensuous images of graphic images 
on a virtual space depending upon degree of association of those 
sensuous images are arrange/3, and storing said plurality of 
graphic images; and 

10 including a first pofeition deriving step of deriving the 

expression word corresponded to said graphic image or position 
of the expression word contained in each of said graphic image 
in said virtual space/ a graphic image map generation step of 
generating a graphic /mage map arranging said respective graphic 

15 images on said virtual space on the basis of position derived 
at said first posiyion deriving step, a second position deriving 
step of deriving oosition of said retrieving word on said virtual 
space with reference to said expression word, and graphic image 
retrieving step of retrieving the graphic image of sensuous 

20 image meeting &ith sensuous image of said retrieving word among 
a plurality ofl graphic images on the basis of the position derived 
at said second position deriving step with reference to said 
graphic image map . 



25 19. A 

said graphic 
at a positio 



retrieving 



method as set forth in claim 18, wherein 
image retrieving step retrieves the graphic image 
having smaller distance to a position derived 
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at: said second position deriving/ step in said virtual space 
with reference to said graphic linage map in ascending order. 

20. A retrieving method as /set forth in claim 18, wherein 
said graphic image retrieving step retrieves the graphic image 
at a position having smaller angle defined by a straight line 
connecting a position in said virtual space derived by said 
second position deriving /step and an origin of said virtual 
space and a straight line /connecting a position of said graphic 
image in said virtual space and the origin of said virtual space, 
with reference to said/graphic image map in ascending order. 



21. A retrieving method as set forth in any one of claims 
18 to 20, wherein each of said graphic image is stored with 
correspondence witii an attribute information indicative of 
attribute of said /graphic image, 

said method/ comprises second graphic image retrieving 
step of retrieving graphic image corresponding to attribute 
information matching with a given attribute information among 
said plurality of graphic images on the basis of the given 
attribute information , 

said grapmic image retrieving step retrieves the graphic 



image of sensuc 
retrieving wore 



us image meeting with sensuous image of said 
among graphic images retrieved at said second 



graphic image Retrieving step. 



22. A system f o*-retrieving graphic image of sensuous image 
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meeting with sensuous image of retriev/ng word among a plurality 
of graphic images on the basis of /a given retrieving word, 
comprising: 

expres s ion word map storage Aeans for storing an expres s ion 
5 word map, in which a plurality of expression word expressing 
sensuous images of graphic images on a virtual space depending 
upon degree of association of those sensuous images are arranged, 
graphic image storage means for storing said plurality of graphic 
images, first position deriving means for deriving the 
10 expression word corresponded to said graphic image or position 
of the expression word contained in each of said graphic image 
in said virtual space,/ a graphic image map generation means 
for generating a graphic image map arranging said respective 
graphic images on said virtual space on the basis of position 
15 derived at said first position deriving means , a second position 
deriving means ton deriving position of said retrieving word 
on said virtual space with reference to said expression word, 
and graphic image retrieving means for retrieving the graphic 
image of sensuops image meeting with sensuous image of said 
20 retrieving word among a plurality of graphic images on the basis 
of the position derived at said second position deriving means 
with reference to said graphic image map. 



23 



A retr 



eving system as set forth in claim 22, wherein 



25 said graphic Linage retrieving means retrieves the graphic image 
at a positioi having smaller distance to a position derived 
at said second position deriving means in said virtual space 



V 
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with reference to said graphic image/map in ascending order, 



10 



24. A retrieving system as set forth in claim 22, wherein 
said graphic image retrieving means retrieves the graphic image 
at a position having smaller anglfe defined by a straight line 
connecting a position in said v/irtual space derived by said 
second position deriving means/and an origin of said virtual 
space and a straight line connecting a position of said graphic 
image in said virtual space ana the origin of said virtual space, 
with reference to said graphic image map. 



25. A retrieving system/as set forth in any one of claims 
22 to 24 , wherein said graphic images are stored with attribute 
information indicative yof attributes of said graphic image, 

15 said system comprises second graphic image retrieving 

means for retrieving graphic image corresponding to attribute 
information matching with a given attribute information among 
said plurality of graphic images on the basis of the given 
attribute information, 

20 said graphic ifnage retrieving means retrieves the graphic 

image of sensuous image meeting with sensuous image of said 
retrieving word among graphic images retrieved at said second 
graphic image retrieving means. 



25 26. 



A retrievinc 



method as set forth in any one of claims 
22 to 25, which is Sbplied for retrieval of hair style graphic 
images expressing harr styles. 
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27. A retrieving method as set fortlf in claim 26, wherein 
said virtual space is a space of coordinate system having a 
first axis and a second axis perpendicular to said first axis, 

said first axis is assigned for amount of sense of dynamic 
as quantified on one axial ydirection and amount of sense of 
smart as quantified on thj£ other direction 

the second axis is assigned for amount of sense of masculine 
c as quantified on one axial direction and amount of sense of 
femininity as quantifaed on the other direction 

28. A retrieving ymethod as set forth in claim 26, wherein 
said virtual spacer is a space of coordinate system having a 
first axis and a second axis perpendicular to said first axis, 

said first axis is assigned for amount of sense of dynamic 
as quantified on one axial direction and amount of sense of 
smart as quantified on the other direction 

the second axis is assigned for amount of sense of heavy 
c as quantified on one axial direction and amount of sense of 
light as quantified on the other direction 



29 . A grapmic image retrieving program for retrieving graphic 
image of sensuous image meeting with sensuous image of retrieving 
word among a plurality of graphic images on the basis of a given 
retrieving/ word, comprising: 

for a computer comprising expression word map storage 
means for storing an expression word map, in which a plurality 
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of expression word expressing sensuous images of graphic images 
on a virtual space depending upon d^efree of association of those 
sensuous images are arranged, graphic image storage means tor 
storing said plurality of graphic images, 
5 said program making tor execute a process realized by first 

position deriving means/ for deriving the expression word 
corresponded to said graphic image or position of the expression 
word contained in eaon of said graphic image in said virtual 
space, a graphic imyfge map generation means for generating a 

10 graphic image map afrranging said respective graphic images on 
said virtual spaae on the basis of position derived at said 
first position deriving means, a second position deriving means 
for deriving position of said retrieving word on said virtual 
space with reference to said expression word, and graphic image 

15 retrieving mea[ns for retrieving the graphic image of sensuous 
image meeting with sensuous image of said retrieving word among 
a plurality of /graphic images on the basis of the position derived 
at said second position deriving means with reference to said 
graphic imag£ map, 

20 

30. A gradhic image retrieving data used by a computer 
retrieving hair style graphic image of sensuous image meeting 
with sensuous image of a retrieving word among a plurality of 
hair style ^rjaphic images expressing hair styles on the basis 
25 of given retrieving word, 

a storing^ expression word map, in which a plurality of 
expression words\expressing sensuous images of hair style 
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graphic images on a virtual space is a space of coordinate system 
having a first axis and a second axis perpendicular to said 
first axis , depending upon degree o^association ot the sensuous 
images , 

said first axis is assigned for amount of sense of dynamic 
as quantified on one axial direction and amount of sense of 
smart as quantified on the other direction 

the second axis is assigned for amount of sense of masculine 
c as quantified on one axial direction and amount of sense of 
femininity as quantified/ on the other direction. 



31. A graphic imager retrieving data used by a computer 
retrieving hair styler graphic image of sensuous image meeting 
with sensuous image/of a retrieving word among a plurality of 
15 hair style graphic /images expressing hair styles on the basis 
of given retrieving word, 

a storing expression word map, in which a plurality of 
expression words expressing sensuous images of hair style 
graphic images op a virtual space is a space of coordinate system 
20 having a first axis and a second axis perpendicular to said 
first axis , depending upon degree of association of the sensuous 
images , 

axis is assigned for amount of sense of dynamic 
one axial direction and amount of sense of 
25 smart as quantified on the other direction 

the second\axis is assigned for amount of sense of heavy 
c as quantified on one axial direction and amount of sense of 



said firs 
as quantified o 
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light as quantified on the other direction. 



32. A graphic image retrxevir^g data used £>y a computer, 
retrieving hair style graphic ijfiage of sensuous image meeting 
5 with sensuous image of a retrieving word among a plurality of 
hair style graphic images expressing hair styles on the basis 
of given retrieving word, 

a storing graphic im^ge map, in which a plurality of hair 
style graphic images on a yirtual space is a space of coordinate 
10 system having a first a^is and a second axis perpendicular to 
said first axis, depending upon degree of association of the 
sensuous images, 

said first axis/is assigned for amount of sense of dynamic 
as quantified on on^ axial direction and amount of sense of 
15 smart as quantified/ on the other direction 

the second axis is assigned for amount of sense of masculine 
c as quantified on Dne axial direction and amount of sense of 
femininity as quantified on the other direction. 

20 33. A graphic image retrieving data used by a computer 
retrieving hair sty]\e graphic image of sensuous image meeting 
with sensuous image ©f a retrieving word among a plurality of 
hair style graphic images expressing hair styles on the basis 
of given retrieving wtprd, 
25 a storing graphicVLmage map, in which a plurality of hair 

style graphic images on a\virtual space is a space of coordinate 
system having a first axi& and a second axis perpendicular to 
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said first axis, depending upj/n degree of association of the 
sensuous images, 

said first axis is assigned tor amount ot sense ot dynamic 
as quantified on one axial direction and amount of sense of 
smart as quantified on tme other direction 

the second axis is assigned for amount of sense of heavy 
c as quantified on one axial direction and amount of sense of 
light as quantified on /fche other direction 



10 34. A method for generating a graphic image map to be used 
for a method of retrieving graphic image of sensuous image meeting 
with sensuous image of retrieving word among a plurality of 
graphic images to be retrieval objects on the basis of a given 
retrieving word using said graphic imagemap, in which a plurality 

15 of expression word expressing sensuous images of graphic images 
on a virtual space depending upon degree of association of those 
sensuous images are arranged, comprising: 

storing an expression word map, in which a plurality of 
expression word expressing sensuous images of graphic images 

20 on a virtual space depending upon degree of association of those 
sensuous images are arranged, and storing said plurality of 
graphic images with correspondence to said expression words; 
and 

including a first portion deriving step of deriving the 
25 expression word corresponded to said graphic image or position 
of the expression word contained in each of said graphic image 
in said virtual space, and a graphic image map generation step 
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of generating a graphic image map arranging said respective 
graphic images on said virtual space on the basis of position 
derived at feaid first position deriving step. 

5 35 . A graphic image map generating method as set forth in 
claim 34, wherein said graphic image is stored with 
correspondence with a graphic image describing document as 
descriptive text for said graphic image and describing sensuous 
image of said graphic image and a supplementary document 

10 including said expression word supplementing said graphic image 
descriptive dodument, 

said method comprises expression word extracting step 
of extracting said expression word from said graphic image 
descriptive doqument and said supplementary document 

15 corresponding to\said graphic image with reference to said 
expression word mfep, 

said first position deriving step derives the position 
of the expression Word extracted at said expression word 
extracting step witl\ reference to said expression word map, 

20 

36. A graphic image Viap generating method as set forth in 
claim 35, wherein each Af said graphic images is stored with 
correspondence with an attribute information indicative of said 
graphic image in addition \o said graphic image descriptive 
25 object and said supplementary document . 



37. A system for generating a 



iphic image map to be used 
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for a system of reprieving graphic image of sensuous image meeting 
with sensuous image of retrieving word among a plurality of 
graphic images to be graphic images on the basis of a given 
retrieving wore using said graphic imagemap, in which a plurality 
5 of expression word expressing sensuous images of graphic images 
on a virtual space depending upon degree of association of those 
sensuous images are arranged, comprising: 

expression word storage means for storing an expression 
word map, in which a plurality of expression word expressing 
10 sensuous images of graphic images on a virtual space depending 
upon degree of a ssociation of those sensuous images are arranged , 
graphic image storage means for storing said plurality of graphic 
images with correspondence to said expression words, a first 
position deriving means for deriving the expression word 
15 corresponded to ^aid graphic image or position of the expression 
word contained i}n each of said graphic image in said virtual 
space, and a grap&ic image map generation means for generating 
a graphic image map arranging said respective graphic images 
on said virtual spalpe on the basis of position derived at said 
20 first position deriving step, 



25 



38. A graphic imageXmap generating system as set forth in 
claim 37, wherein s\aid graphic image is stored with 
correspondence with a graphic image describing document as 
descriptive text for said graphic image and describing sensuous 
image of said graphic image and a supplementary document 
including said expression word supplementing said graphic image 



» 
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descriptive document, 



\ 



said systtem comprises expression word extracting step 
of extracting/ said expression word from said graphic image 
descriptive document and said supplementary document 
corresponding! to said graphic image with reference to said 
expression word map, 

said firpt position deriving step derives the position 
of the expression word extracted at said expression word 
extracting step with reference to said expression word map. 



39. A graphic: image map generating system as set forth in 
claim 38, where in each of said graphic images is stored with 
correspondence yith an attribute information indicative of said 
graphic image ih addition to said graphic image descriptive 
object and said supplementary document. 



